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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOUR ABLE 
FREDERIC Lozp NORTH, 


| CHANCELLOR OF TE UNIVERSITY | 
OF OXF ORD. 


IT the time when your Lord- 


ſhip did me the honour of 
converſing upon the ſubject of my 
intention of publiſhing A Standard 
CM for 


e. the Science * Short-band 1. vit 
ing, and, in order to promote its fi uc 
ceſs, well knowing its utility, be- 
came the firſt ſubſeriber, I felt very 
ſenfibly the intention of your Lord- 
ſhip 8 goodneſs. But ſhortly after, . 
when I waited the ſecond time up- | 
on your Lordſhip, 1 the polite recep- 
tion I then met with, and your 


kind condeſcenſion in Patronifing, 
and permitting me to inſcribe, this 


work to your Lordſhip, has made 
an impreſſion on my: mind, which 


8 


can never be eraſed, 


Tu HE power hind been of 


3 Kr 


encouraging Science, Merit, and In- 
duftry, 


7 


_ | DEDICATION: 
duſtry, is ſo 
your abs 8 nature, Soul it is no 
wonder it ſhould admit of no com. 

parifon;—and though I deſpair of 
addreſſing yout Lordſhip in any 
degree equal to your” worth and 
dignity, or in a ſtyle equal to what 
ambition to 


I feel; yet 1 have the 
believe that your Lordſhip will ac- 
cept of this acknowledgment, a as the 
dictates of a "en heart. 


* your Lordſhip and funily 
may here enjoy an unintert t ed 


fate of health and felicity; and 
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tended over all the world, that it would be 
needleſs to dwell long upon the ſubject.— 
I ſhall therefore only obſerve, that ſince its 
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2 INTRODUCTION. 
origin, the art of writing muſt have re- 
ceived many alterations andi improvements; ; 
and that it is now brought to a degree 
of perfeQion, that will anſwer almoſt every 
end where writing is required. When the 
| ancient writers became more enlightened, 
and the ſtudy of ſcience gai ed ground, and 
when public orations were more frequent 
and inftruQing, men began to be more 
1 and penetrating, and ſoon per- 5 
| ceived that common writing would not | 
anſwer every purpoſe where writing mige | 
be eſſentially ——_— that a 4 | 
ing down yvonne RO. 0 


46 accompliſh the Geficable end they 
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INTRODUCTION. * 
in ow they betook themſelves to ſtudy, 


and. endeavoured to find out a method of 
committing their thoughts to paper in 
a more expeditious manner than common 
writing would admit of, and of noting 
* the verbal or written diſcourſes of 
others. — The aſpiring mind of the learned 
aricietits led them on in the purſuit of this - 
laudable deſign, and at length the method 
of writing by characters * was invented. 
Several ſons applied to the ſtudy of 


theſe characters, and ſoon became ſuch pro- 


a 


„ ry 7 * . * — 


* Theſe characters were all hl on, - 
more properly ſpeaking, were nothing more 
than mere hieroglyphics, having a mark or 
character for every word in their language; 
and were much uſed amongſt the Romans 
and other nations, for memorandums and ſe- 54 

ret writing. | 
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ficients in this kind of writing, that in 4 
ſhort time attempts were made to note 
down the words of their public ſpeakers. 
It is affirmed that in theſe attempts 
ſome ſo far ſucceeded, as really to be able 
to take down, with tolerable accuracy, 
the debates and ſpecches in their public 
| aſſemblies, and courts of juſtice. O&avius 
Auguſtus, hiſtory informs us, was celebrated 
; for uſing arbitrary characters for ſhort and 
expeditious writing, and teaching theſe 
characters to his children. Titus Voſpafian, 
alſo, is ſaid to have been expert in writing 


this kind of ſhorthand. And Plutarch, 


SITY We RAD De. hy I a EEE EP PN. 
4 7 


. 3 as n/a as n ; 
— — — —. . un WOE IO ANvy OO EEE CENCE 
y — n 4 7 — . ” 1 e We 0 — * — * — , . WR? 8 . e. . 
. 2 1 ans, - * * n en 


„ . : 


in his Life of Cato, mentions, that be 
eech of Cato, relative to the Catilinian 


conflracy, was taken down in ſhort- hand, 
| | and 
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INTRODUCTION. 5 
and by that means Preſerved. But who 
was the firſt of theſe ingenious writers, I 
believe cannot be eaſily aſcertained; dif- 
ferent accounts are given, and therefore i it 
is difficult to * on which we can with | 


certainty rely. 


ONE writer ſeems to affirm, that the firſt 
arbitrary marks or characters to expreſs 
words, were made uſe of about the year 
of the world 2620, or ſoon afterwards. 
On this point I ſhall not preſume to deter- 
mine. But it, is clear, that noting down 
public pleadings, and ſpeeches of import- 

ance, hecame fo. deſirable among the an- 

cients, that the Romans, ambitious to excel, 
0 — to think of improving this art of 


B 3 writing; ; 
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writing; and ſucceeded fo far in it, as to 
alter their characters, which were moſtly 
ſquare, to that of a more ſimple and expe- 
0 ditious form; but theſe characters ftill con 
tinued arbitrary ſymbols. 

THAT the ancients would perfoncrs in 
their attempts to improve an art Which 
was held in ſo high eſteem among them, 
may be eaſily imagined; and that theſe 
improvements might have been continued 
till the knowledge of the art reached this 
country, is not improbable. : For ſome. . 
time, however, few ſteps were Alen here 
for its farther i improvement. The firſt brief 
ſtrokes for letters, and marks to ſtand for 
words, that were ever invented in Eng- 

£1 land, 
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und, happened about the year 1588, when 
it is ſuppoſed the firſt treatiſe on ſhort- 
hand was publiſhed, under the title | of 
| Charatterie, or the Art of port, ſwift, and 

- feret Writing by Charafter, Since that time 
numbers of other treatiſes have appeared, 

under the titles of Tachygraphy, Brachygra- 


phy, Stemograpbie and Cryptographic, Semis 
 graphy, Polygraphy, ere. We. We. 


sꝛvxe the firſt introduction of the art of 
| ſhort-hand writing into this country, it has 
undergone many alterations, and of late 
years has been wonderfully toſſed about. 
Thoſe who have had the handling (or 
improving, as they ſay) of it, have known 
little or "nothing of the matter, and con- 


„ ſequently 
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ſequently have rendered their improve- 
ments more complex than the originals - 
which they pretend to have improved. 


Thus ſeveral irregular and tedious methods 
have been publiſhed to the world, that 
ſerve. rather to perplex than inſtruct, and 
have been the cauſe of prej judicing * 
perſons (to whom a good ſyſtem might 
have been of eſſential ſervice) againſt ſhort- 
hand in general. But of all the writers, 
ancient or modern, who have treated upon 


the ſubj ect, none ſeem to have founded their 


Plans upon ſimple and rational principles, 


ſufficient to r them vniverſally uſeful, 
In the courſe of my application to this 
ſtudy, I have peruſed more than forty pub= 
lications 


Keations and SPIT on — 
writing; 3 ſome of them, no doubt, bare 
f G. 
of them with which I am thoroughly ſa- 
tisfied. In the firſt place, their alphabets 
ſeem to be improperly choſen, and. as im- 
properly. applied, moſt of their letters be⸗ 
ing a e of characters ſo awk- 
wardly formed, that if a practitioner can 
make them at all, it is with the greateſt 
difficulty ; and it is with ſtill more difficulty 


their 8 but there i 1s 


that he can join them one to another, ſo 

as to make them be properly diſtinguiſhed | 
when written. The moſt imple and pro- 
per characters for expedition which I have 
ſeen, are thrown away chiefly upon ſuch 

_ conſonants as are but ſeldom met with. in 
| | Sade Be Fg 
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the common courſe of writing, while cha · 
racters more difficult are aſſigned to thoſe 
that moſt frequently occur. : 


Sou have characters to repreſent all 
the vowels, which they uſe in common, 
as in other writing, i. e. at the beginning, 
in the middle, and at the end of words. 


But this kind of writing - ought not to ; 


come under the denomination of ſhorte 


=_— hand. What I have ſeen of it, is longer 


t 8 than the common, and the figure and 
length of the words make a ſtrange appears 


ance. Others, who boaſt of having im- 


oo, = 
_—_ 


— 
—— 
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E 1 proved this method, uſe characters for the 


= vowels at the beginning or end of a word. 
Ei and occalionally f in the e Others 5 | 
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again expreſs them by dots placed in parti= 
cular places, at the beginning, middle, and 
4 of words; and ſome take off che pen, 
and make the following conſonant in the 
| vowel's place, | As all theſe methods, in 
this caſe of the vowels, are: exceedingly 
wrong, and only ſerve to perplex the mind, 
and much to retard the writing, they 
| ought never to be complied with, provided 
a more _ and conciſe method c can be 
adopted, 


Tun major part of their alphabetical-lets; 
ters not admitting of regular j joinings, in- 
tending to remedy, as I 1 imagine, this evil, 
they adopt the plan of taking off the pen in 
| the middle of a ware as alſo, whenever 


they 
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they expreſs prepoſitions and terminations: 


but theſe marks, as they term them, for 


the beginning and endings of words, are 


ſo numerous, as to be ſufficient of them 


ſelves to perplex the mind, without the 
addition of another ſet of arbitrary charac- 


ters, and conſequently are of great diſ— 
advantage where expedition or legibility is 


required. 


PREPOSITIONS and terminations ought 


not to be written ſeparately, but when ſuch 


terminations are very ſimple indeed. I 


will be bold to aſſert, that by a contrary 


plan, of not taking off the pen only, as 
above-mentioned, we ſhall have the ad- 


vantage, upon an average, of writing full 
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two words for one; and if we conſider 
thoſe words only that have prepoſitions 
and terminations, we ſhall find, that the 
time requiſite for writing one ſuch word 
where the ood is lifted twice in the per- 
forming it, is equal to three worlsthat are 
ritten by the method of not lifting the | 
pen till the word is finiſhed... „ 


ANOTHER circumſtance to be attended 


to is, that their methods are alſo crowded 
with a number of arbitrary and ſymbo- 
lical characters, introduced as the repre- 


ſentatives of a particular ſet of words, 


with a view of increaſing. expedition, as 


they tell us. In my opinion, however, 


they have another reaſon for uſing them; 


for 
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For their. characters not joinin g one with 


another, ſo as to be properly diſtinguiſhed, 
they find themſelves deficient in the virkt 
ing of many words, and ſo are forced to 
Invent characters to repreſent them. Of 


theſe characters ſome have adopted many 
hundreds: and ſuch of their ſchemes as con- 


tain even the ſmalleſt number, are ſuleient 


to confound the memory; ſo that for one 


perſon of uncommon genius and memory 


who may perhaps have made ſuch methods 
anſwer his purpoſe, there are ünihedde of 
others who have failed in their attempts, 
and have not been able to uſe this way i 
writing even for common memorandums. 


Such methods, therefore, muſt not only be 


perplexing to the inventors themſelves, 


but 
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but muſt prevent practitioners from making 
that progreſs in the ſcience which they 
and well- 


might otherwiſe do by a regular 
conſtrued ſyſtem. _ 


Maxx bad conſequences likewiſe ariſe 
from the uſe of arbitrary characters; ſuch 
as, being burthenſome to the memory, dif- 
cult to be retained, : and having a tendency 
to render the writing unintelligible, &c. 
This ſerves evidently to perplex the learner; 
for it muſt be a memory very uncommon 
indeed, that can retain ſuch a number of 
irregular arbitrary. marks as are met with 
in almoſt every book that has been pub- | | 
liſhed upon the ſubject of ſhort-hand. Be- 
ſides, theſe emathede require continual prac- 


tice; 


16 INTRODUCTION. 
tice; for it often happens that after e 


cation of many years, and when the whole 
life of a practitioner, perhaps, has been 
employed in the uſe of theſe kieraglyphics, 
they are ſtill grounded ſo imperfealy on the 
memory, that ſhould the writing be laid 
aſide but for a little time, even the perſon 
who wrote it, is frequently at a loſs to 
read it. That there cannot be a good 
| ſtem where ſuch a method prevails, is 
no become ſo obvious, that theſe cha- 
: rafters are nn _— into dä. 
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Oy the other hand, when we write from 
a well-choſen alphabet, and agreeably to 
FORO rational, and eaſy rules, the 

| characers 
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cannot be forgotten; ſo that though the 


writing be laid aſide for any length of time, 
it will always be found as eaſy to decipher 


as on the hour it was firſt written, and, 


without the uſe of either arbitrary or ſym- 


bolical characters, be more expeditious than 
thoſe methods which I have been here de- 
ſeribing Ay eee e 1 Ys 

Bor however wrong my predeceſſors 
may have been in their ſchemes of ſhort 
or ſwift writing, I ſhall avoid mentioning 
names, thinking it ungenerous to ſet forth 
the imperfeCtions of any particular | perſbn's 
performance, however . faſhionable ſuch. a 
practice may have become among thoſe who 
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write upon the ſame ſuhject. f I cannof, 


however, omit to obſerve, that ſeveral have 


ſet out upon good plans, but have failed in 
the execution of their work. Others have 


had neither plan, nor any other thing to 


recommend their performances to the pub- 


lic, or even to render them fit for uſe. 


And not a few have their characters ſo 
very ſimilar, that I, who am ſo much ac- ; 
euſtomed to ſhort-hand characters, could 
not make ſome of them ſo as to be diſtin- 
guiſhed, were I to practiſe writing them 
for years. Many of theſe writers, how- 

ever, have had the vanity to tell the world, 


that they have brought the art to its ut- 


moſt perfection though experience ſhews 
they are much miſtaken, and that, after al! 
1 7 0 „ „ 
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they have done, great room has been ſtill 
left for improvement. ; 


Turss are not the only defects I have 
taken notice of, in the various publications” 
| upon this ſubject that have come under 
my inſpeQion. Some have left the learner 
almoſt without any inftruQion or rule to 
proceed by, while others have their rules 
ſo complicated, that they cannot be pro- 
perly attended to; and thoſe that are not 
ſo complex, are far from being clearly laid 
down: ſo that ſuch as have attempted to learn 
by them, have in general found themſelves 
greatly diſappointed and perplexed. Though 
they might (by much perſeverance) be able, 
n to maſter a few of the difficulties, 
| c 2 | yet, 
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to inſtruct him how to proceed in acquir- 
ing the firſt rudiments of this art; but I 


ſhall now extend my obſervations, and ex- 
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yet, as they meet with ſo many in their 
progreſs, it is no nates they are con- 
founded, and diſcouraged from making 
any farther advancement in an art of ſuch 
real utility, and for which they might other- 
wife have had the ſtrongeſt propenſity. 


Tux rules of which I have been hitherto 


expreſſing my diſapprobation, are only the 


common ones laid down for the learner, 


amine a few of the rules for contracting, 
which are ſtill more abſtruſe, and ſerve | 
only to bewilder thoſe who are ſo unfortu- 
nate as to attempt the uſe of them. 


Tur 


* 


* 


TNTRODUCTION. 2. 
Tur ſtrongly recommend to the prac- 
kitioner the joining of two, three, four, or 
five words together; and when expedition 
is required, only the initials of fo many 
words; but, at the ſame time, take care 
not to mention the bad conſequences that 
ariſe | from this manner of contraQtion. . 
| They do not ſay a word of the legible Or 
illegible ſtate of ſuch writing, nor in what 
manner they themſelves are confounded by 
it. It muſt be obvious to every one who 
conſiders this way of writing attentively, 
'  thateven the very perſons who have invent- 
ed and practiſed theſe contractions, and ven- 
ture to introduce rules for them, are oblig- 
ed, in order to prevent miſtakes, immediately | 
to decipher what they have taken down; 
8 1 . 
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and as they are ſeldom. able to whe ay 
more than the heads of a diſcounſe, their 
ſucceſs in deciphering muſt chiefly depend 
upon the excellence of their memory. If 


they are by any accident prevented from 


tranſcribing their notes immediately, they 
frequently find themſelves ſo embarraſſed 
that they are unable to decipher them 


at all. Thus their writing proves of no 


real uſe; and ſhould arbitrary characters 


be written with this method of contrac- 


tion, they will become ſtill more myſte- 


rious. 


Is it not amazing that men of excellent 
underſtanding, as many of thoſe have been 
who have written upon this ſubject, ſhould 


have 
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have attempted to - introduce rules All 
more perplexing than thoſe I have men- 
tioned, and of which the learner cannot 
poſſibly at firſt be aware. Suppoſing only 
two words thus run together (leaving 
ſhort ſentences, and the initials of words, 
out of the queſtion), may they not appear 
as one word, and oſten make a ſentence 
complete, which conveys a very different ; 
meaning from what the characters were in- 
tended to repreſent? In ſhort, I could 
never diſcover any but bad effects from 
ſuch methods of contraction; and I am con- 
vinced, that from a good rational ſyſtem, 
founded upon ſimple principles, one may 
uſe expedition enough, without the cun- 
ning art of joining together many words, 
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and initials of words, or leaving the writing 


| unintelligible. 


* 


. FRom the above circumſtances, princi- 


pally, I may venture to affirm, have ariſen 


all the prejudices againſt this mode of writ- 
ing. Many people will tell us, that they 
have attempted, and could write 2 little of 
ſhort-hand, but that they could never make 
a ſufficient progreſs in it, on account of the 
ill-choſen and miſapplied characters, and; 
the abſtruſeneſs of the rules they had been 
We; to obſerve. Though this be true, | 


it can be no reaſon why they ſhould for ever 


remain deprived of the advantages of this 
deſirable ſpecies of writing. I have the am- 
bition to believe, that the followin g Eſſay, 

RT 1 
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2 if properly attended to, will remove this 
complaint, and be particularly Gta 
wha have failed in their attempts to ac- 
quire-the know ledge of ſhort-hand writing 
by other methods; as I have endeavoured, 
throughout, to remove all obſtacles, by the 
ſimplicity of my characters, and the facility 
4 | _ 


IN the recommendation of my own 
plan, I mean not to take from the | merit 
of any of my predeceſſors ; but 1 conceive 
it to be a juſtice I owe to myſelf, as well 
as to my readers, to point out wherein my 
method materially differs from what has 
been hitherto practiſed. About eleven 

years ago I met with a ſmall book then juſt 
EE 
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publiſhed, in which the author had made 
ſome improvements on Mort- hand writ- 
ing, and had avoided the uſe of arbitrary 
characters. Though his rates were leſs 
complex than any I had before ſeen, they. 
were far from being perfect, on account of 
the going round about in the joining of 
many characters, and the length of the 
terminations, c. Upon the whole, how- 
ever, this treatiſe muſt be allowed to have 
had more merit than any one that preced- 


ed it. 


ions of 


HaAviNG conſidered the prod 
other writers with regard to their conſonants; | 


yowels, and the application of them 


arbitrary ſymbols; their joining and con- 
tracting 
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tracting rules; together with the prejudices | 
| that have ariſen among perſons who have 
been perplexed by the uſe of them, L. ſhall 
proceed to give a ſhort account of the oph- 
nions of thoſe who, without having attempt- 
ed any | ſyſtem of ſhort-hand themſelves, 
have preſumed to ſtart objeaions, merely 


from a principle of oppoſition. | 


_ Many, who are ſtrangers to this art, 
= upon being ſhown a ſpecimen of the writ⸗ 
ing, are apt to eonſiaber the letters, when 
| Joined, as mere arbitrary expreſſions. for 
words; and, ignorantly ſuppoſing that 
there is a ſufficient number of them 
to repreſent every word in our language, 
boldly aſſert, that it is impoſſible for any 
mortal 
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Aden! being to be gifted with memory 
fufficient to retain ſo great a number 
of characters for ſuch a purpoſe. : This 


1 declare has been a queſtion put to 
me by many, and at which I muſt 
confeſs I have not been a little ſur- 
, yours 


 OrTnxxs conceive that the words in this 
ſpecies of writing are repreſented by arbi- 
trary marks, which ſometimes ſignify ſingle, 
words, and ſometimes whole ſentences. 
This is the moſt general opinion of thoſe who. | 
have not learned a ſcheme of ſhort-hand ; 
and has, I believe, deterred many a one 
from attempting this kind of writing: but 7 
as theſe are miſtaken notions, I ſhall beg 


leave 
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leave to ſet ſuch perſons right, with regard 
to the letters of a Stenographic Alphaber 


forming the words in writing. 


Tux words in this ſcheme of ſhort- 
hand are regularly written by the proper 
letters of the alphabet, joined together as 
in common writing; only they have this 


ſuperiority over the letters of our com- 
mon alphabet, that they are more ſimple, 

many degrees ſhorter, and more regular 
and convenient for joining, having none 
of the ſuperfluous ſtrokes or joinings 
which our common letters 2 13 the 6 
characters running into each other without 
ſuch joining, or any ſtroke whatever but 
what is aQually neceſſary to form the let- 
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ter itſelf; ſo that we are enabled to uſe the 
pen with more facility in this writing, than 


in the common way. 


In the courſe of the many years that I 
have profeſſed and taught this ſcience, I 
have heard many obj ections made to ſhort- 
hand ; it would be needleſs to enumerate 
the whole, but the principal of theſe I ſhall 
here mention, and then endeavour to point” 


out their abſurdity. 's 


Son make their objeQions to ſhort 
hand, with regard to the ime requiſite for 


: attaining amoderate knowledge of the art; 5 


others, to its having a fendency to ſpoil good 
writing ;—and others again, ſuppol ppoling it to 
6 aſſect 


— 
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a afſed true orthography. —Theſe, however, 
are the ſuggeſtions only of perſons who 
have no knowledge of the nature of this 


art; for all who are acquainted with it, 
know better, and muſt view ſuch objections 
as trivial and inſignificant, 


As to the time neceſſary for attaining this 
art, no complaint will be made on that ac- 
count, but by thoſe who have no talents 
for application; and ſuch will always ſtart 
objections, whenever ſcience of any kind - 
is propoſed to them, I ſhall only remark, 
that were men in amen more ſparing of 
their pleaſures, and more attentive to the 
Rudy of uſeful ſcience, we ſhould hear 

fewer complaints of this kind. For the per- 

ſons 


32 INTRODUCTION. 
ſons who talk moſt of the value of their 


1 are perhaps thoſe whole profetion or 
| buſineſs | engroſſes the ſmalleſt part of it. 


To hear people therefore e of the 
time requiifite for acquiring a competent 
knowledge of ſhort-hand, while at che 
fame moment they are regretting the want 
of this uſeful art, is aſtoniſhing ; for how 
ridiculous incl ſuch a conduct appear b 
in the eyes of every ſtudious or active 
| man, when it is conſidered that the 
| length, of time complained of is ſearcely 

an hour in a day, and that only for fix 
or ſeven attendances? This therefore is 
ſurely a vague objection, and can be con- 


ſidered in'no other light by the induſtrious. : 
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a and judicious, than as a frivolous pretence 
to indulge a lazy and indolent diſpoſition. 
Few men, in-any line of buſineſs whatever, 
are ſo much occupied, but they may find an 
hour occaſionally to appropriate to uſeful 
ſtudy, and ſo increaſe their knowledge with 
their years. | rt 

s Tuar ſhort-hand has a tendency to 
ſpoil the hand-writing of a good common 
writer, 18 the next attack made upon this 
uſeful ſcience. Are our ſhort-hand cha- 
racters in any degree ſimilar to our com- 
mon 1 ? Are they impenſeRt reſem- 
blances of them? If not, in the name of 
common fab! then, how can it poſſibly af- 
fect our common hand writing? Does the 


* youth 
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youth who attends the u- chan, ; 


find his hand-writing i injured by the 
tice of drawing the outlines of various 


beaſts, birds, &c.? Or does the frequent 


drawing of ſprigs or flowers diſqualify him 
for ſketching a good butterfly, worm, or 


other inſet? Theſe queſtions will cer- 
tainly be anſwered in the negative; and if 
ſo, every objection on this head inst 
mort - hand, muſt be obviated in like man- 
ner : for what is abſurd in the one caſes 


* 


muſt be equally ſo in the other. 


Tnar fhort-hand is injurious to rue, 


orth ography, is another notion that has 


prevailed; but this can be entertained vers 


by the weak and unlearned part of man- 
kind. 
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kind. Is it conſiſtent with realby that an 
expeditious writer, or one who accuſtoms 
himſelf to contractions, ſhould, even by this 
means, become deficient in true ſpelling? 
Surely not. Were ſhort-hand to be thus 
wonderfully detracting, it would certainly 
impair the memory; whereas, on the con- 
trary, it is well known, and 1 can with 
truth affirm it, that nothing conduces 
to ſtrengthen the retentive faculty more, 
than the practice of writing down ſpeeches 
delivered i in public, or at leaſt the principal 
heads of ſuch ſpeeches. 


Tux opinion of Dr. Locke in this caſe 
will probably weigh more than any argu- 
ments I can adduce. So far was he from 
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thinking ſhort-hand prejudicial to true ſpek- 
ling, or injurious to good writing, that he 
ſtrongly recommends it to be taught chil- 
dren; and mentions the utility of the 


ſcience in language 'which does honour tb 


his memory. 


' 


HavincG taught this ſcience many 


years, and taken particular pleaſure in 


the ſtudy of it, I have never, during 


that time, ſuffered the ſmalleſt remark on 


the ſubject worthy of obſervation to eſcape 


my notice, but have been happy, in com- 
municating to my pupils, on all occa- 
ſions, every Improvement or alteration that 
I conceived might tend to their advan- 
tage. 


IN 


INTRODUCTION: 5 

I the courſe of this practice, I have 

| inſtructed ſome hundreds of gentlemen in 
_ the univerſities of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland; and of theſe, many who before that 
fine with well verſed in the theory and 
practice of the ſcience, according to the beſt 
 yſtems then publiſhed, Theſe gentle 


men have repeatedly | expreſſed their aſto- ; 


- niſhment at the ſuperiority of my method; 
and have aſſerted, that having taken ſix 
or ſeven leſſons from me, they have not 
only laid aſide their former methods, but 
(after two or three weeks private practice 

in my method) have written ſhort-hand in 

a more complete manner, than they ever 

could do before, by the methods which they 
had practiſed with attention for years. | 

5 D => : THE 
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38 INTRODUCTION. 
Txt candid reader, I hope, will 5 


not think me preſumptuous, when I ac- 
quaint him, that theſe gentlemen continue. 
in the practice of my method, with much 
ſalisfaction to themſelves; and are by it 
enabled to take down pleadings, and other 
public ſpeeches, with eaſe, which before . 


they never were able to accompliſh, 


| FROM my numerous pupils, as well as 
from others who are allowed to be the beſt 
Judges of the ſcience in Europe, I have 
received the moſt honourable teſtimonials. 
Of this fact, the following from Dr: Beattie, 
of the Mariſchal College, Aberdeen, is an 
evident proof; and 'as this gentleman is. 
univerſally known and eſteemed, I ſhall 
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INTRODUCTION. S. 
here 115 the liberty 90 inſert his recom- 
mendation of my plan. 

| 
MARISCHAL COLLEGE, 
224045 Feb. 178g. 
Oy all the ſyſtems of ent- Men that 
J have | ſeen, and I have looked into 
2 E Mr. Taylor's appears to - me 
„to be incomparably the beſt. The art 
« ſeems to be hardly ſuſceptible of further 
improvement. His addreſs as a teacher 
« of it, is very great indeed; and, in my 
« opinion, places him at the head of his 
* profeſſion, uf 
(Signed) J. BEATTIE, 
| Profeſſor of Moral Philoſophy.” 
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Sven the above date, by obſervation 


er 


and perforerance, I have made conſider- 


able improvements in the expeditious part 


of - ſhort-hand; and material alterations in 


the alphabetical order of the characters, 


which are now more eaſily joined chan 


heretofore. And I hope my worthy pupils 
will accept of this as an apology for theſe 


alterations, that I conſider them to be real 
improvements, and ſuch as I have every 
reaſon to believe will meet their warmeſt 


approbation. 


* 


I Am not aware that any thing worthy of ; 


notice, either in the plan or execution of the 


following work, has eſcaped my attention; 


or that I have omitted one circumſtance 


which 


INTRODUCTION, ar 
which | could ' elucidate my ſcheme, or 
render it uſeful to the learner; it having 
been my chief ſtudy throughout, to make 
the whole as ſimple as poſſible, and to bring 
it within the compaſs of the meaneſt 
capacity. Though I am perſuaded that 
the art cannot admit of much further im- | 
provement, I. will not pretend to fay, that 
it 1s even now brought to its ne plus ultra. 
0 ve however, the vanity to hope, that he 
who practiſes according to the ſyſtem I have 
here laid down, will be convinced of the 
pains I have taken, and of the perfection 


at which ſhort- hand 18 now arrived. 


As ſome, perhaps, may wiſh to be 
ſatisfied by what means I have obtained 


the 


| 
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the knowledge of this art; to gratify their 
curioſity,” I ſhall here ſtate a ſhort account 
of the mode I adopted in the 5 of my | 
progreſs. 1 


WuxEN I firſt was attached to the art of 
thort-hand many years ago, I practiſed 
ſeveral of the methods then publiſhed, in 
hopes of becoming maſter of the beſt; but 
J ſoon diſcovered, that in all of them there 
were a number of deficiencies, which, at 
different times, I endeavoured to ſupply: 
As I made further progreſs, I perceived 
| more imperfections; till at laſt I deter- 
mined to ſet about forming a completer 
ſyſtem of my own, upon more rational 
principles than any I had hitherto met | 


with. 
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with. Juſt as I was about to put this de- 


ſign into execution, a ſmall manuſcript 


* 


upon the ſubj ect by chance fell into my 


hands, which correſponding in ſome mea- 


ſure with the plan I had in contempla- 


tion, I continued practiſing by it, for ſome 


time, making occaſional improvements, for 


| upon examination I found it far from per- 


fe. Reſolving to give up my whole at- 


tention to the ſtudy of this ſcience, and 
having an ardent deſire to make ſtill far- 
ther progreſs, I began to examine the 


ſubject very minutely. I then perceived 


that all the characters which had been 
hitherto adopted, were improperly choſen. 


This induced me to proſecute the deſign I 
had formed of inventing a new ſet of 


characters 


i 
1 
þ 
| 
1 
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characters * myſelf independent of thoſe 
which I had before uſed. Having ſue- 


ceeded i in this according to my with, from 


4 


that time to the preſent I continually 


ſtudied, to improve, till 1 in my opinion ö 
the power of improving Was exhauſted, 


Then, and not before, did I determine to 


appear in print, and communicate the re- 


ſult of my labours for the benefit of the 


Public. 


Tuar ſhort-hand is of general uſe 
to ſociety, eſpecially to profeſſional men 
muſt be acknowledged by all who ad- 


mit the good eſſects of writing in : ge- 


neral. 


To 


INTRODUCTION. 4 
T0 the-nobility and gentry; though not 
engaged in any particular line of profeſſion, 
it will be found a pleaſing ſtudy: And 
though they may have no defire to take 
down public ſpeeches, yet they will find 

it convenient for private memorandums, 
Ke. as its utility muſt be obvious to every 
one who conſiders, that by this means 
more may be written in one hour, than 
can be done by common writing in fix. 
Io profeſſional men J ſtrongly recom- 
mend it, being to them of the higheſt im- 
portance; and as the time required for at- 
taining a knowledge of it is ſo trifling, 
"that any perſon, though in a crowded line 
of buſineſs, may, without interrupting his 


other 


46 INTRO UCTION. 
other purſuits, ſpeedily become 2 profi- 


cient in it. Suppoſi ng, however, the 
trouble and application even more than it 
really is, no induſtrious perſon will re- 
gret the time ſpent in a ſtudy that muſt 
amply compentine for the trouble taken 


in acquiring it. 


To all who are intended for the three 


1 learned profeſſions of Law, Phyſic, and 


Divinity, the knowledge of this ſcience 


ought to be a peculiar object of attention. 


To- gentlemen at the bar, it will afford 
w means of retaining the arguments of an 


| adverſary, amply and correctly. And of 
ſuch moment is the ſkill of this art to 


them, 


3 
I 
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chem, eſpecially when they are not en- 
dowed with an extraordinary memory, 
that the want of it may prove an inſur- 
; mountable obſtacle to eminence in their 


/ 


profeſſion. 


- To the ſtudent, it is of the utmoſt 
importance, in enabling him to take 
down pleadings, the opinions of the 
Judges, &c. and to thoſe who attend lec- 
tures on phyſic, ſurgery, divinity, &c. 
the advantages accruing from it are 
ſufficiently ahi To the clergy alſo 
it will prove highly uſeful, as by accuſ- 
toming themſelves to write their ſermons 
in this hand, they will experience a great 
ſaving of time. In ſhort, to people of 

4 ny . 


—— 
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almoſt every denomination, it muſt be 
highly advantageous, parti cularly to thoſe a 
who go abroad, as it will enable them to 


make uſeful remarks in a ſecret and expe- 


ditious manner. "I e 1tbioy 


BY, | 
" 
5 


As a ſtandard for the ſcience of ſhorts 


hand has been long wanted, and no 


perſon has endeavoured to accompliſh. 


it, I have been urged by many gentle- 


men of known abilities, to engage in the 


taſk; having, as they are pleaſed to ſay, 


the beſt authority in the world for my 


encouragement, the approbation and teſti- 


monials of men of accompliſhed learning | 


and perfect judges of the art. 


FLATTERED 
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- "= FLATTERED by ak friends, therefore, 1. 

| have been induced to offer my ſyſtem to the 
* ; and hope the candid reader will not 
think me vain in attempting to eſtabliſh a 
ſtandard for ſo uſeful and pleaſing a ſpecies 
of writing, as by that means the practice. 
of it among profeſſional men of every de- 
gree, 2 be more — chan it has 


hitherto been. 


1 Tu following work is the reſult of 
many years application and practice; as 
ſuch J offer it to the public, with a view 
that it may be ſerviceable to all who aim 
at acquiring a knowledge of ſhort-hand, in 
an eaſy and expeditious manner. Parents 
and guardians, I hope, will now be in- 5 
of : 5H . 
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duced to recommend the ſtudy of this 
ſcience to their children and wards, and to 
enforce the good effects which max reſult 
from it, on all who are intended for 

f three learned profeſſions above mentioned. 
And as it is welt known, that many youths 

will not apply to ſtudy of any kind, unleſs | 

compelled by the authority of thoſe ſet 


over them, and as it has often happened, 
that by this authority not being 3 
exerciſed; many bright talents have been N 
leſt to the world, which, had proper care 
been taken to cultivate in due time, might 
have ſhone forth conſpicuouſſy, I hope 
proper attention will be paid to this recom=- 
mendation by all who are entruſted with 


the education of youth, To a neglect of 
this 


INTRODUCTION. xr 
this important duty, is to be attributed 
| the flow progreſs made in the fiudy of 
this ſcience of late years. The period, 
however, I truſt, is now not far diſtant, 
when this error will be corrected; and 
though it may not in my time be per- 
fectly effected, yet the proſpect of its near 
approach adds unſpeakable pleaſure to the 
expectations I have formed, of being in 
ſome degree uſeful to my countrymen 
and friends, who are never backward in 
promoting ſcience, and rewarding merit 


and induſtry. 


I SHALL now conclude with expreſſing : 
my warmeſt acknowledgments of gra- 
titude to all the noble and worthy ſup- 
: E 2 „ 
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STENOGRAPHY. 


\HE alphabet being the firſt ae 


1 that comes under our conſideration, 
I ſhall omit troubling the learner with an 
unneceſſary harangue upon the different 
ſounds of our common alphabetical letters, 
but only obſerve, that we ſhall have no 
occaſion for them all, as there are not more 


DDS 3 3 . 25 than 
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than twenty proper founds rocket for the 
uſe of ſhort-hand. 8 


' Upon this plan, the alphabet will be re- 
duced to a leſs number of letters than are 
made uſe of in our common writing 1 
ſhall therefore begin with ſelecting and ar- 
ranging the common letters requiſite for the 
ſounds required, and then proceed to ap- 
point characters proper to repreſent them; 
for which purpoſe I ſhall firſt examine the 
mam, and afterwards * vowels. 


THE conſonants which are neceſſary for | 
our purpoſe are, bd fg bj etlmnpgr 
stvwWw3xy; ſo that c and > are of no uſe 
in a ſtenographic alphabet. The letter c 
having both a hard and ſoft ſound, fimilar 
to & and c, they will ſupply its place, ac- 
cording as it ſounds. The letter 2 is omit- 
ted, by reaſon of its ſound being the ſame as 


hard, fo that 5 is written in its ſtead.— 
| | The 


— 


S TENOGRA PHY. 55 


Tue letters F and © being fimilar in ſound, 
one character is ſufficient to repreſent both; 
＋ and , for the ſame reaſon are repre- 

ſented by one character; and q being 

fomewhat alike .in ſound, have only one 
character for both, ſo that our alphabet will 

ſtand thus: , 4, For v, g or 5, B, k or q, 

4 m,n, P, r, J, f, , x, y; together with a 

few double conſonants, in order to complete 

the ſounds required, and to facilitate the 

writing, which are ch, ſb, 1 and the ter · 

mination Our. 


_ Havins thus determined the conſonants 
neceſſary to expreſs the various ſounds, we 


Me 4 8 FRO — * 


—— ; 4 * 


* Though we can with propriety omit the letter c, 
as before mentioned, yet that conſonant when followed 
by b, makes a diſtinct ſound, and muſt have a character 
to repreſent them, though we can often write. + for ch, 
when the ſound is ſimilar thereto, 
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muſt next conſider the means of obtaining 
a proper ſet of characters to repreſent 
them; ſor the alphabet being the founda- 


tion upon which the whole entirely de- 


pends, a due regard to the choice of cha- 


racers to repreſent the ſounds of our com- 
mon alphabetical letters, is one of the niceſt 


and moſt eſſential perfections of the art,—- 
And as my intention is to go on ſtep by 


ſtep in a regular and conciſe manner 


throughout the whole, I ſhall proceed with 


explaining my method of obtaining the 
characters, and the application of them, that 


the learner may have a juſt idea of their 
origin, and appointment to the different 7 


Rn” made ufe of in © our ran. op 


4 2a oa 


1 BELIEVE it vil be aliens that the 
moſt {imple marks that can be ab ined, are 


PO ſtraight lines, and circles. From theſe 


2 (and | 


* ” 
_— 4 . 
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{and not from any chargers J have ſeen in 


the various methods of ſhort-hand hitherto 
publiſhed) are the characters I make uſe of 
derived: To explain which T ſhall firſt be- 


gin with the circle, which will not of itſelf 


make any proper character for joining with 
others of a well-choſen alphabet, but a 
ſemicir cle makes an excellent character. 


By dividing a circle with an horizontal line, 


we obtain two ſemicircles, which are moſt 


proper. to repreſent E or 9, and 7. Ano 


ther circle being divided by a perpendicular 


line, we have two other ſemicircles, which 


are appointed to repreſent g or q, and ch; 


and are all the circle will afford u us. 


Tu | firat ght lines are the next I ſhall 


| conſider, as the dot is the repreſentative of 
all the.vowels, and will be treated of in its 


| oe accordingly. —There are four ſtraight 
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lines only fit for our uſe, viz, one horizons 
tal, one perpendicular, and two oblique 
and the moſt eligible and ſimple ſounds they 
can repreſent, are the following conſonants. 
The oblique line drawn downwards to the 
left repreſents ;ñ that to the right, F/ or vz 
ine horizontal, 5; and the perpendicular, 2. 


Favs our Mraight lines a ſemicircles | 
| being exhauſted, and only eight characters 
obtained, we muſt fall upon ſome plan for 
procuring the remainder; and as We can- 
not join theſe characters together to form 
others, without running into the greateſt 
errors, which i 18 the caſe with moſt alpha- 
| bets I have ſeen, and is what I mean in the 


introduction by a combination of characters, 


1 W A — 1 8 — 9 A 1 
_— * „— 


> nn th, 


* The ſame line always drawn upwards, is an ex- 
cellent and expeditious character for r, when Done to 


another letter, | 
We 
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ye muſt have recourſe to the ſtraight lines 
again, by looping and curving them, as 
in the alphabet, Plate I—The five looped 
characters obtained this way are thoſe that 
repreſent 5, B, In, 5; and are all the cha- 
racters of this kind that can be properly uſed, 

though ſome inadvertently uſe more.ä— The 
curved ones are procured by adding a curve 
or ſmall crook to ſuch of the ſtraight lines 
as are moſt fitting for our purpoſe, and are 
thoſe that repreſent *, , b, th, and zous, 
and are always made as they ſtand in the 
alphabet. Theſe are all that are required, 
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except wand r, the firſt of which is pro- 
cured by looping a ſemicircle, and the com- 
mon 7 repreſents itſelf when alone: and to 
render the whole fully complete, I have add- 
ed eaſy. marks for &c. and vis. and alſo 
for a few terminations, which are ſo ſimple, 
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| that they cannot be taken notice of in the 
| 8 c alphabet, 
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alphabet, but are nee in the rules 


wi 


l 


| Now theſe characters being completely 
aſſigned to their proper ſounds, it is requiſite 
for the further facilitating the writing, that 

every proper uſe be made of them, conſiſt- 


ent with the plan of elearneſs and ſimplicity 
I fet out with: Wherefore a proper et of 
words for theſe letters to repreſent when 


written fingly, i is highly and abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary; and choſe ſet down in the alphabet 
I have found to be generally the moſt 
uſeful for the beginner, as well as the IE 
Ix has coſt me many years cloſe appli- 
cation and frequent. trials, before I could 


4: thoroughly ſatisfy myſelf, in appointing each 
letter its proper repreſentative; and I muſt 


confels ; 
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confeſs that I onee nearly deſpaired of pro- 
ducing an alphabet ſo complete and regular 
as n will he found. 


Tur moſt 3 marks or r characters; are 
aſl gned to repreſent the moſt uſeful letters 
of our common alphabet; and the whole 


are ſo ſimple i in themſelyes, that any perſon. N 


capable of writing, may make them with- 
out che leaſt ney ; one 7 through 
3 as it were, even upon a an "inactive 
writer, and are proportionally eaſy to be re- 
tained. 5 


* 
. 4 _ 3 $ 


The Ab being thus conciſely ſettled, 


I ſhall next proceed to conlider the vowels, 


and the application of them. A dot thus 
; being the moſt ſimple mark that can be 
| made, it is here appointed the repreſentative 
of all the vowels ; which are always omit- 


ted 
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ted in the middle of a word, as alfo at che 
beginning or end, when they are ſilent, as 


then the conſonants alone will ſufficiently | 


convey. the ſound of ſuch words; but when a 
vowel ſounds tron g before or after any word, 


it is proper to expreſs i it by a dot, to denote 


that the word begins or ends with a vowel of 
a forcible ſound. _ Cuſtom will clearly prove 
this maxim to be well founded, and that all 
the vowels can be thus omitted, and yet | 
leave the writing perfectly intelligible. | But 
to agree with moſt writers in their manner 


of placing the vowels, J muſt beg leave to 


decline: Some place the dot at the top of 5 


the firſt or laſt letter in a word for a, a little 
lower for e, ſomething lower ſtill for i, and 
ſo on in order for o, 1 and * hut! is it 


i | 


q : 
* e 
o 2 * 
33 - - LN" 
= 8 a — — 


* 2 18 a vowel FE” Ra it els a . is erke 5 
15 a dot the ſame as other vowels, | 


poſlible 
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poſlible that any one ſhould be able to place 


the dot in this regular manner when expe - 

dition is required? Will he not be liable to 

read wrong if the dot be miſplaced, and ſo 

be prevented from deciphering? Beſides, it 1 

will greatly retard the writing, and be a 
means of inuring the practitioner to a bad 

habit.—On the contrary, when a vowel at 

the beginning or end of a word is required to 

be expreſſed, if a dot be placed any where 

by the ſide of that conſonant to which it 

belongs, it cannot properly be miſtaken, 26 

the conſonant will give the vowel i its pro- > 2 

8 ſound, and a little practice will render it * | 5 I 
un familiar, h 


Wha n to the fingte vowels, there 
are but three of them that ſtand alone in 
the Engliſh language (for which ſhort-hand 
is chiefly calculated), wherefore the ſingle 
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dot will always be a, i, or o; e and ꝝ never 


being alone. 
Ha vivo thus conſidered both the conſb⸗ N 
nants and vowels, and affixed proper cha- 


racters to repreſent each, 1 ſhall here dire&t 
the learner how he i is to begin each charac- 


. ter, that he may not be at a loſs on his firſt 


attempting to make any of them. 


In the looped characters 6, B, „ mand þ, 
the learner muſt obſerve to begin with the 


loop or cypher. part, and i in writing he may 
turn them either way for the convenience 


of j joining; ; that is, the loop may be made 


on either ſide of the line, provided they we 
always looped at that end of it as they ſtand. 


in the alphabet. The oblique line 4, is al- 
ways made downwards to the leſt; that of 
f or v downwards to the- right; N hori- 5 


* 


zontal line - is drawn from the left to the 
right, and the perpendicular line : always 


ſtraight downwards: the ſemicircle 4 or 7 is 


degun at the top, and turned downwards: 


Sor ꝙ and are turned from the left towards 


the right, and ch is begun at the top, ſimi- 


lar to a common c: that which is looped 
for wo, is begun with the loop, and turned 


either way, as is before mentioned of the 


other looped characters: the crooked lines, 


*,, b and th, muſt be begun with the crook; 


but that of * muſt al 8 on with it. 


+ Tuan . direations, if 8 ee 
will be of real uſe to the learner, as His 
will have a conſiderable advantage i in know- 


ing how to begin each letter, when he firſt 


attempts to join letters together, in order to 


write words; ; and for his further aſſiſtance, 
| I have given tables of the manner of 3 Join- 


EEO | ing 
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ing the characters, which are . ex- 
pned. ane 


« A - « 4 > 


The firſt thing the learner attempts, muſt 
be a knowledge of the alphabet; which be 
muſt have ſo well grounded on the, memo= 
ry, as to be able to write any letter without 
heſitation: and after them, the general 
words the letters ſtand for ; when he muſt, 
proceed to underſtand the meaning of the 
following Rules for Writing, which are.ſo. 
clearly taid down, that. he wilt ſoon be 
able to Join his letters in a proper manner; 3 
and * a N be, in a few days, 
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' INSTRUCTIONS rox WRITING. 


RULE I. 
As it is here a fed rule to write accord- 
ing to the ſound of words, without any 
regard to ſpelling; ſo it is alſo, to finiſh the 
word before we lift the pen, except where 
we have occaſion to dot, or when We ex- 
pres the terminations ing, inge, and | tions. 


RULE Il. 


IT has been before obſerved, that all 


vowels are repreſented by a dot, and that 
they are only uſed when they ſound ſtrong 
at the begitining or end: Aber further ob- 
ſerve, that when there is occaſion to expreſs 
a vowel before or after any word, place the 
dot for ſuch vowel near to the word to 
which it belongs, that it may not be miſ- 

es F 2 taken 


\ 


bred © | 


f 


6 A STANDARD FOR 


— 


a for a ſingle vowel; and the ſingfe 

vowel muſt be kept at a proper diſtance 
to prevent its being taken for a vowel be- 
longing to a word. Example, vide | 
Plate II. N' 1. which immediately follows 
theſe Rules 


RULE III. 

WHENa diphthong, or two. n binds. . 
or end any word, write only one dot, which . 
is always ſufficient (with the ſounding con- 
ſonants of ſuch word) to convey the proper 
ſound, —Example, N* a. 
RULE. Iv. 


B can often be omitted, and yet "Ii the 
word clear enough to be underſtood.— 
Example, N' 3. | 


a! eee 
Tus letter c, as before mentioned, hav- 
ing both a hard and ſoft ſound, very fimi- 
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lar to & and , they will ſupply its place, ac- 
Example, N' 4. 


RULE VI. 


cording as it ſounds. 


D at' the end of words may often be 


written 7, but this is left to the choice of the 


writer, according as he finds it moſt plain 


and eaſy to himſelf, ——Example, N' 5. 
F or v require no explanation. 


„KU LE vn. 


G and þ when meeting together, are . 


never written but when they ſound like f, 
then that letter is written in their ſtead, 
| Example, N. 6. | 

kt ee VIII. 


. is omitted in the middle of words, and 
very often at the beginning, by expreſſing 55 


the following vowel. ——Example, N* 7. 


24 . or 7 need no explanation. 


70 A STANDARD FOR 
RULE. 1X; | 
'To expreſs ly, at the end of a word, welt. 


& dot under the bottom of the laſt letter, — 


Example, N* 8. 
U 
Tux letter m will be found very neceſ- 


ſary to repreſent the terminations ment or 


ments; and though ſome words end with m, 


yet the ſenſe will clearly ſnew when it is a 


Example, Ne 9. 


termination. 


MV requires no explanation. 
(HL Y 3 - Gn 
Ph, when together, ſounding fimilar to 
J. is always ſubſtituted.- 


Ne 10. 


Example, 


7 us * 


R U L E XII. 
R, when joined to another letter, i iS ade . 
che ſame as 4, only with this difference, that 


ris 
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r 18 a ſcratch ſtroke upwards, and d down 


ee N* 11, 


TEE common is only all when there 
72 


is no other conſonant in the word; or when 


two of them are required to be written to- 


gether, without any other conſonant, then 
to expreſs both, make a ſeratch r, and a 
- ſmall common » at the 1 
Ne 12 *.. 


But when two 7's are joined to any 
other conſonant, then the ſcratch 7 is made 
Example, N' 13 T. 


a double length. 


S and ? require no explanation. | 


4 : 
1 . . a as "ET 00" 
8 — 


"I" —— 


* In theſe kind of words name the letters ſingly, 


thus, err, rre, rr, which will give the word its proper 


ſound. 


1 And As fame with this Example in naming the 
letters trr hrr.—I mention this to remind the learnet 
of paying a due regard to the ſound of letters a as well as 
words. 


4 1 8 F 4 RULE 


72 A STANDARD FOR 
An 2-5: 7 
W may be omitted in many words, and 

yet leave the ein perfectly W ; 

Par, N* 14. 


X needs no explanation. 


R U Cx. XIV. 
1 is only written at the beginning of a 


word, at the end (being a vowel) is ex- 
preſſed by a dot, the ſame as other vowels. 
—kxample, Ne 1 * 3 
RULE XV. | 
Ch, ſb, and th, the learner muſt obſerve to 


write whenever either of theſe double con-„ 


ſonants happen in a word.— 
N* 16. . 15 + 

| RULE XVI. 
Tux 5s zous character i 18 uſed "I the termi- 


-Example, 


nations OMG cus, Your, and ins,—Example, 
N* 7 7. of 


1 


RULE 


* 
＋ 


R U L E XVII. 


Wu two of the ſame conſonants meet 


together in a word, write only one of them; 


but obſerve, that when a vowel or diphthong F 


is between two ſuch conſonants, both of 


them muſt be written, ſome words except-- 
ed, where one will be found ſufficient: And 
obſerve further, that to write two letters of 
the ſame name together, is only making the 
loops larger, the ſemicircles larger, and the 


ftraight lines longer, which may be clearly 


ſeen in the tables of j joining; but I ſhall 


give an Example, N. 18 *. 


” 
» 


be 17; Ss 


R 


In all ſuch words as memorial, title, none, people, 
&c. which in ſhort-hand are written mmrl, til, nn, ppl, 


the learner in naming theſe letters muſt not pronounce 
them double mz r/, double 1, double u, nor double þ /; 
but mmrhtth nn, and p pl, which he will find will 
give the words their proper ſound, or at leaſt ſufficient 
to be underſtood, which is all that is . 


RULE 
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—— 
* Wr ee neee 4; 


— — — —— ———a 


PP 
— — 1 — —— _ — ac 


6 ne pr 9 AL * 9 
2 nk rr A 
e. * A 4 » 0 N 
3 #4 1 1 . 


1 above.- 
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"RULE XII. 

For the terminations ing and inge, uſe a 
mark thus. But to diſtinguiſh the plural 


from the ſingular, make that for i ing by the 


ſide of the laſt letter 1 in the word, and for 


zngs at the bottom. Example, N* 1 9. 
RULE XIX. 


Tux moſt proper mark to repreſent the 


termination n or fon, is a dot always 


placed above the laſt conſonant in the word. 
And for tions or fions, uſe a mark thus” alla 


-Example, N'” 20. 
LK ULE AX 


Somt compound words I would adviſe the 
learner to write ſingly, as he will find them 


much eaſier to write, as well as decipher—- 


Example, Ne 21. 


Na MES of particular perſons and places. 
(which. the learner is unaequainted with) 


may 
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may at the firſt be written in common 


writing; but by practice he will ſpeedily ba 
* to write them in ſhort-hand, 


Now —— the learner verfectly under- 


ſtands the alphabet, the words the letters 
ſtand for, and theſe rules, he muſt proceed 
to write ſentences, which he may take from 
ſome book where the ſtyle is eaſy, and fo 
7 continue it till he can write with ſome fre- 


dom and correctneſs, and not trouble bim- | 
ſelf with the reading till he is thus far 5 


5 maſter of the ** | 


"4p is ; here moſt proper to explain the 
2 tables for joining the characters, which are 85 
Plates III. and IV. The uſe of them i is to 
direct the learner (if he ſhould be any time 


at a loſs) how to join any two characters, 


. moſt eaſy and natural way. 


IN 
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$295 4:7 * 5 ” & 
p 0 of 4 7 * 6 
BESS 0 AE, e ee —— mr. 
SIE» e 8 n 


& 
eat Dh ak MPH Be nk Ara RON 


420008 


: 0 
3 - E 1 


2 
. 
4 
1333 
* 
; 4 4 
7 : 
2 * fo 
"A 
£ + HI 
1 
IR =. 
© SR 
1 _—_ 
, 3 „ 
7. 
1 > LE 
I. * 3 * 
4 2+. 
< 1 * # 
1 
2 EY 
1 
t * * 
r 
5 
Ko 


I (44 ane Ange: rot 
N 
$8 
„ ts, 
* % 
*&.. * 4 0 


* N * 2 7 5 . 
an lat 


% * SOL 
* $5. 4 
C . 
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In the top and left hand ſquares of the. | 
tables, there are placed ſome of our com- 


mon letters, which direct to the characters 


ſought for. Example: Suppoſe it was 


required to find 4 and m joined, look in the 


ſquare oppoſite m, and under &, you have þ 


and m properly joined. Again, 1 in the other 
rable, to find s and n, look in the ſquare 
oppoſite x and under , you have 3 and 1 
joined; and ſo on, for any two characters 
required. Thoſe ſquares ce are dotted 
N nothing. 5 


Tus learner is requeſted to obſerve, that 
the alphabet, and the few ſimple termina- 
tons explained in the preceding Rules, are 
all the characters requiſite to be grounded 
on the memory; the reſt being given only 
for examples of en Lang inftrution t to 7: n 
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INSTRUCTIONS rox READING. 


1 T has 8 before obſerved, that the 
learner ſhould write ſhort 3 correct- 


ly, before he makes any attempt to read it; 


becauſe the more accurate he is in his own 
writing, the eaſier he will decipher. It 
may, at firſt, ſeem more difficult to him to 
read than write, but practice and attention 
will ſoon render it eaſy and familiar. 


Wurx the learner at firſt attempts to 
decipher what he has written in ſhort-hand, 
the beſt way, in my opinion, is to tranſcribe 
it in common hand : and for his aſſiſtance | 
in ſo doing, he muſt proceed with telling 
the letters one by one (giving each letter 
its full ſound) in the words he does not 
know by tight, and ſo continue writing and 


1. 


27 . DT deciphering, 
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deciphering, till, in a ſhort time, practice 
and perſeverance will make it ſo completely 
eaſy, that he will be able to read it, without 
the trouble of tranſcribing. But to endea- 
vour to read before he can write, will only 
be embarraſſing hamfelf with that which wil 


follow of courſe. 


Ix is much eaſier for a perſon to de- 
cipher his own writing than that of others, 
as he cannot fail of having fome idea of the 
| ſubje& he has writ upon; ſo that by carry- 
ing the ſenſe of what goes before in his 


mind, and paying a due regard to the « con- 


nection *, the reading part of this ſcience * 


will be ſooner acquired than the learner may 


at firſt imagine. 


* OY ** ah. 5 py th. 1 


— 


* Connection has been always termed by Steno- 
graphers a maſter-key for the p of been eee 


Wurn- 
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WurNZVIR I have found a pupil of 
mine, at a loſs in making out any particular 
word in the ſentences I have written for his 
deciphering, I have directed him to take a 
| flip of paper, and write thereon the ſame 
letters in common writing; which has had 
the deſired effect, and he has been able to 
decipher my writing (when perhaps he had 
taken no more than four leſſons), though he 
was _— A we the ſubject. 


Iri is at firſt common with a Jeartier to 
fancy, that the vowels being omitted in the 
middle of words in ſhort-hand, is an ob- 
ſtacle to the reading. It may, till he is a 

little acquainted with this art, appear more 
difficult to read than common writing; but 
this, and every difficulty will vanith, in pro- 
portion as the characters become familiar: 
by which the learner will ſoon be convinced, 
that the conſonants will ſufficiently ſound 
5 | dae 
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the words in our language, without the Help 
of ſuch vowels; for in naming the conſo- 
nants, we generally ſound a vowel either 


before or after them. 


For example ſake; I ſhall here give a 
ſentence or two in common writing, after 
the ſame manner of ſhort-hand, omitting 
the vowels the ſame way, and writing thoſe. 
words in full, that the letters of the alpha- | 
bet ſtand forz and it will be ſeen, that no 
ſuch difficulty will ariſe in the reading of 


it, as might be imagined. 


EXAMPLE. | 

There is a reſtleſs endeavour in the mind WE 

man after bappineſe, is is written thus, —Thr is 

a Flle ndvr in the mnd ' of mn aftr hpns— 
Again; I have been always wonderfully 
delighted with that ſentence in holy writ, 
« Pride was not made for man.] have b 

VN als 


OY 
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alws wndrfly ditd with that ſuins in hly. 


wrt, « Prde ws nt md fr mn.” 


Ir will be found upon trial, that ſentences 
thus written may be eaſily made out; and 
conſequently that ſhort-hand by a little 


praQtice may be read without heſitation. | 


I BEG leave here to admoniſh the learner 
not to be diſcouraged, though he ſhould, on 
his firſt attempt, meet with any little dif- 
ficulty in the reading ; but let him perſe- 
vere, and he cannot fail | of becoming an 


_ adept therein, even to his wiſh. 


_, Havins thus laid down every uſeful 
direction for the reading of ſhort-hand ; I 
ſhall next give Inſtructions for Abbreviat- 


„ 
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INSTRUCTIONS for ABBREVIATING. 


THEN the practitioner has made him- 


4 


ſelf maſter of the inſtructions before 


given, and can write by them with ſome 


degree of caſe, he muſt then proceed further, 
and make himſelf acq uainted with a regular 
method of contraction, in order to enable 
him the eaſier to take down debates, lec- 


tures, fermons, trials, or any public ſpeeches; 
which cannot well be attained without fur- 


ther brevity, and for which a few neceſſary | 


rules will be given, though the method of 
writing by the former rules, will be found 


a great faving of time, and fufficieny for | 


every other purpoſe where writing 1s re- 


quired; yet there are many reaſons why 


the 
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the pradtitioner ſhould uſe himſelf to ab- 
breviate, becauſe he has not only the ad- 
vantage of writing more expeditiouſly, but 
with ſix times the eaſe. The writing will 
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likewiſe appear much more beautiful, and 
practice will render it as eaſy to be read as 
when written by the former rules. 


bo ba —— 
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rr ˙ X. mona Ä 
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Bx the tenth rule in the Inſtructions for 

Writing, the learner is directed to uſe the 
| letter my for the termination ment or ments ; : 

ſo, i in like manner, we can by practice uſe 
moſt of the other letters for terminations, 
which at times may be found uſeful when 
expedition is neceſſary; but the following 
may at all times be aſed with propriety, _ 
3, will ſerve for the terminations - 
or li- for fall,—1, for gh -, for 
felf;—2, for ward -and, ſb, for ſhip. 
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Wx can by a little practice in brevity ex- 


preſs many words by a leſs number of con- 


ſonants than are uſed in the ſpelling of 


| them. We can often expreſs words of 
| many ſyllables, by two, three, or four of 
their firſt conſonants. We can expreſs 


many words by their initials only. We can 
omit many words in ſentences, and yet 
leave the writing intelligible. And we can 
omit all the vowels, though they ſound 
ever ſo ſtrong at the beginning or end.— 
But this muſt be acquired by practice, and 
a regular courſe of contraction; by which 


the practitioner will find, that this deſirable 


end of writing from a public ſpeaker, 


: (though he ſhall ſpeak uncommonly faſt) 


can be accompliſhed (by this ſyſtem) in 2 
ſhort time, and with much leſs trouble than 


he might at firſt 1 imagine or believe. 


* 


Tus 
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: Tun Rüles I am about to offer, are the. 
reſult of many years experience, and which 


the praditioner may depend upon as the 


ſareſt method of contracting. - 


* 


RULE. I, 


07 exprefing words of many Aae by two, 
three, or four of their firſt conſonants, 


ALL words conſiſting of two ſyllables and 
upwards, we have a greater power of con- 
| tracting, than monoſyllables. — For inſtance; 
the word poſſible, may be written thus, ps; 
and the word reputation thus, 75. — Ex- 
ample, I it poſſible that a man of reputation 
Should ds deſeend ſo low? —nay be written thus, 


I it yo that a man of rþ ſpould deſcend ſo 
low ?—— Again; He is. @ man of under 


fanding, and deſerves encouragement j—may - 
thus be written, He is a man of undr, and 
G 3 _ deſerves 


= 4 


i 
245 
7 

7 
Kt 
» 2h 
g 
RB 
*1 
3 

14 
o ”* 
r 
* 2 
_ 
34 
* ? 
* fp 
* Fi 
© BY 
i SU. 
3 * 
x 
FF 
N 
2 

s 
. 
A 
: 
<a, 
„ 
2 
+&; 
I 
1 
8 
4 
4 
2248 


WS © 
1 E. 

* 2. 
3 
Pe. * 0 
4 F 
'* * 
I 


35 A STANDARD FOR 


deſerves nhrg.—— And again; Many add 
circumſtancet occur in this tranſitory life j— 
may be written thus, Many odd ſrim occur 
in this irns life.-——— Greater liberties than 

theſe may be taken, when once this method 


becomes familiar; and yet the writing may 


be left intelli gible, which muſt always be 
attended to, | 


RULE It 


of expreſſing many words by their initials 


only. 


0 TBB practitioner will find it a very eaſy 
matter to diſtinguiſh wards in ſentences by 
their initials, as the words in our language 


have a great dependance upon each other; | 
and will admit of writing only the initial, 


where the word going immediately before 
* not leave it uncertain, ——Fxample, 


. 


ee er ern ooRoRmomy 
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He i is the man wohom you did 75 much juſtice to 

| ſome time ago;—could not be miſtaken If 
written thus; He is the man ww you d ſo muth | 
juſtice to ſome t ag. — Again; He is a 
young gentleman of a competent fortune 


may be expreſſed thus, He is a gentleman 
of a competent f. 


alſo contract long words in the ſame ſen- 


The practitioner may - 


tence where he expreſſes others by their 
initials; as, He is a y gut of a kmp V. 


When once a perſon becomes acquainted 


with this way of writing, he will find no 
difficulty in deciphering, though he may 
afterwards make it fuller, if he pleaſes, or 
has occaſion to lay the writing by for any 
time . The characters of the alphabet 
are only appointed to 3 a few om 
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* Any memorandums or other writings, that are in- 
tended to be laid aſide, may be written without theſe 
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te prevent loading the memory; but it here 
plainly appears that the practitioner may 
uſe them for any word where the ſenſe will 
ſupply it; and, that by writing only one 
word in full, the initial wal the next is ſuf- 
ficient to _— it. . 


R U L E u. 
of omitting words i in ſentences 


Many words ! in Cha (particularly 
monoſyllables) may be omitted, and yet 
leave the writing intelligible, as the ſenſe 
will ſupply the deficiency. 
Hear my law, O my people: incline your ears 
unto the words of my mouth may be con- 


trated thus, Hear law, my people: incline 
ears to words my mouth.” Which ca nnot be 


-Example, 


miſtaken, if the practitioner wiſhes to make 
ſenſe: of what he deciphers—Again; 7 
vill en my . in a parable: J will de- 
| . 85 clare 
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clare bard Kinn Fold; which aue have 
beard and hriown : and fuch as our fathers 
have told us; that we ſhould not hide them 
from the children of the generations to come} 
but to ſhew the bonour of the Lord, his mighty 
and wonderful works that be hath done 
may be ſufficiently expreſſed thus, 7 oben 
mouth in parable; ¶ declare bard fentences 
old; which we heard and known: and ſuch 
as fathers told us; that e not hide them 
from children of generations come: but to 
JShew honour of Lord, bis ds pt on | 
yrs * dune. N 


2 


N HSE 1 clearly. ſhew the 
utility of this rule, when expedition is re- 
quired. The practitioner may leave 
ſuch words in a ſentence as beſt anficethds 
purpoſe; and he ſhould alſo obſerve, thatas 
he has omitted words in ſentences, for the 

ES ſake 
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Gake of expedition, ſo by the dependence of 
one word upon another in-our language, he 
will be able to aſcertain the words that are 
omitted, and thereby make good the ſen- 
tence, without the leaſt difficulty. 


RULE IV. | 
. Of the omiſſion of all the vowels, 


. ALL the vowels may be diſpenſed with 
in expeditious writing, and the writer may 
affix. them at his leiſure, which I would re- 
commend him not to neglect, if he intends 
laying the writing aſide for any length of 
time. Though there is no occaſion for 
omitting the dots, or vowels at the begin- 


ning or end of. words, except when we are 
obliged to follow a rapid ſpeaker; yet I 
would adviſe, that this rule be put in prac- 
tice as well as others; becauſe the writer 
ought not to be at a loſs in any thing that 
. 8 tends 


ö 
8E N OG RA PH T. er 
tends to facilitate the writing, but to be 
| perfect maſter of the whole, and practice 
will ſoon make this omiſſion gre 


6 


any 
Yo 


U N 
Z Of Repetitions. 


" RePPTITIONS of words and ſentences 
often happen in a diſcourſe; and to fave 


bath trouble and time, in this caſe, the 
writer muſt obſerve, to draw a line with his 


pen under ſuch words or ſentences as are 
inſtantly repeated, which will denote that | 
it is a repetition. But where a ſentence is | 


at different times repeated, and the writer 


has written it once, he need afterwards only 


write a word or two of ſuch ſentence, with 


the mark for of, ö 
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- Many words! beginning” with” a vowel,” 
we. can expreſs by the vowel and firſt con- 
ſonant; or if the word. has a termination, 


by adding that termination to ſuch. vowel. 125 


and conſonant. Many words beginning 
with a conſonant, we can expreſs by their 


firſt conſonant hand following vowel; 


when there is a termination, by Sg 
conſonant and termination on,, 


2 WOULD adviſe the praditioner not to 


5 be too anxious to abbreviate much at firſt, 57 


but to go on by degrees, always contriving 5 


to leave his writing ſo that he my not be 


at a ow in deciphering i it. 


Tu cn are very "07 I believe, that are 
in a line of buſineſs where much writing is 
required, but accuſtom themſelves to abbre- 


viate more or leſs (particularly the gentle- E 


men 


4 1 
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men of the law); therefore it cannot appear 
more difficult to abbreviate 3 in mort: hand, 
than in the common way of writing. — 
When diſpatch. is required, it is enough. if 
we can make out what we commit to paper; 
| and as we can in ſentences expreſs words 
by one or two letters, ſufficiently to be un- 
derſtood, there can be no reaſon why a man 


ſhould. accuſtom- himſelf to write more of a 
word, than he has occaſion for at ſuch times. 


Wurd the cougar writer firſt 
attends any court of juſtice, or other public 
place, in order to take notes, he ſhould not 
attempt to write the whole, but merely the 
heads of what i is then ſaid. It is natural to 
ſuppoſe, that he will at firſt be ſomewhat 

_ confuſed, which may prevent him from 
Pw; writing with that degree of eaſe or expe- 
dition, which he has been able to do 
when alone; ; but he ought to > guard againſt 
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this ümidiry, and not ſuffer himſelf in 
the leaſt to be diſcouraged, though he 
mould fail in his firſt, ſecond, third or more 
attempts; but let him perſevere, and a little 
\praftice of this kind will ſoon enable him to 


write the whole of whatever | is delivered. 


Nornixe hitherto has been ſaid con- 
cerning figures, but 1 ſhall here mention 
what is requiſite —Our common figures 
may be uſed 1n all caſes, and are ſufficiently 
expeditious; nor will they interfere with 
the writing, except the one when written by 
itſelf, which in this caſe need never be uſed, 
it being better to write a dot and n for one, | 
than to make uſe of the dere. 


- Warne 8 required wo to be vrn⸗ 
ten, they ought, for diſtinction ſake, to be 
made ſomething larger than the ſhort- hand; 


S8rTENOGRATHT. 55 
and when cyphers are to be added to any 
number of figures, make ſo many dots thus, 
87.—, which will ſignify 87,000. And fo 
3 on for any number except 10, which may 
de written larger as above mentioned, or 
elſe iu in ſhort-hand. 
SoME have attempted the uſe of another 
ſet of figures, but they have ever proved 
unſucceſsful; having been formed from the 
ſhort-hand characters, that, when written, 
they could not often be diſtinguiſhed from 
words, which has cauſed | Uncommon con- 


fuſion. 


Tun flops uſed in common writing, may 

be uſed in this ſhort- hand, except the period 

or full point, which is diſtinguiſhed by a 

widder pace than common, and in my 

opinion, is the only diſtinction of this kind 

neceſſary to be noticed in expeditious writ» 
22 6 | 


ing. 
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ing. When diſpatch is eule, we have 
no time for writing ſtops; but at other 
times they may be uſed at pleaſure, though a 
'comma, and the aforeſaid method of denot- 
ing a freſh ſentence, will always be ſuf- 
ficient, even if the writing is intended to be 
22 aſide. 


TukRE are eleven plates in number, be- 
"Ma the title-page. The ſmaller of which 
contain a ſufficient number of words for the 
Jearner's inſpection, and are much better 
than if they were to contain more. The 
Plate N' 5, will be of the greateſt aſſiſtance 
to the learner, as he will ſee the ſame words 


in ſhort-hand under the common words in 
every line.— Ne 6 and 7 contain ſhecimens, 
with the words written at full length.— I 
have alſo contrived the writing. to be larger 


and ſtronger i in ſome plates than others; ; to 
ſhew 
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ew that it may be written either large 
or ſmall, as the writer pleaſes; but the 
ſmaller the writing, ſo that the letters are 


5 prop̃ortionable in ſize, the more expeditious 


and eaſy it will be, and ſo much the more 
8 beautiful will the writing appear. 

I wovuLD by all means adviſe the learner 
to accuſtom himſelf to write the ſhort-hand 
ſmall and neat, without blotting the curves, 
till it becomes perfectly familiar, and not 


be too anxious of writing expeditiouſly at 
firſt as that will follow of courſe, | 


Tas following Plates, N' 8, q, and 10, 
| contain ſpecimens conformable to the rules 
for contracting; and N' 11 contains ſome 


5 proceedings i in the firſt ſeſſion of the fourth 


parliament of Ireland, as taken down in 
ſhort-hand in the Houſe of Commons, on 
WWedneſday October 29th, * 3, by che 
Author of this work. 


H | L ws 


5 
98 A STANDARD, &e. 
I nave nothing more to add for the uſe 
or inſtruction of the practitioner, except a 


few words concerning the kind of pen pro- 
per to be uſed for writing ſhort-hand. 

A coMmoN pen muſt be made with the 
nib much finer than for other writing, and 
ſomething harder, with a ſmall cleft, —For 
expeditious writing, ſome uſe what are 
called fountain pens, into which your ink is 
put, which gradually flows when writing, 
from thence into a common pen cut ſhort 
to fit the ſmaller end of this inſtrument: 
but as it is a hard matter to meet with * 
good one of this kind, I would recom- 
mend a tee! or ſilver one, that will write 


fine, without blotting the curves of the 
letters. The ſteel ones are generally the 
beſt, both for the neatneſs with which they 
cut the letters, and for duration. 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE IX. 
2 here Jone W. ords are expreſſed by their anitials; 


'T hai been obſerved by writers of 3 
. that in order to quicken human induſtry, 

providence has ſo contrived it, that our daily 
food is not to be procured without much pains - 
and labour. The chaſe of birds and beaſts, the 
ſeveral arts of fiſhing, with all the different 
kinds of agriculture, are neceſſary ſcenes of 
buſineſs, and give employment to the greateſt 
part of mankind. If we look into the brute 
creation, we find all its individuals engaged i in 
a painful and laborious way of life, to procure | 


| a neceſſary ſubſiſtence for themſelves, or thoſe ' 


that grow up under them: The preſervation of 
their being, is the whole buſineſs of it, An 
idle man is therefore a kind of monſter in the 
creation, All nature is buſy about him; 
every animal he ſees reproaches him. Let 
ſuch a man, who lies as a burthen or dead 
weight upon the ſpecies, and contributes no- 
thing either to the riches of the commonwealth, 
or to the maintenance of himſelf or family, 
conſider that inſtinct with which providence 

H. 2 5 has 
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f has endowed the ant, at by which is exhibited 
an e or induſtry to rational creatures. 


1 was yeſterday purſuing the kink t which 7 
mentioned in my laſt paper, and comparing 
together the jnduſtry of man with that of 
other creatures; in which I could not but ob- 
ſerve, that notwithſtanding we are obliged by 
duty to keep ourſelves in conſtant employ af- 
ter the ſame manner as inferior animals are 
| prompted to it by inſtinct, we fall very ſhort of 
them in this particular. We are here the 
more inexcuſable, becauſe there is a greater 
variety of buſineſs to which we may apply our- 
ſelves. Reaſon opens to us a large field of af- 
fairs, which other creatures are not capable of, 
Beaſts of prey, and I believe of all other kinds, 
in their natural ſtate of being, divide their 
time between action and reſt, They are al- 
ways at work or aſleep, In ſhort, their waking 
hours are wholly taken up in ſeeking after 
their food, or in conſuming it. The human 
ſpecies only, to the great reproach of our na- 
tures, are filled with complaints, that the day 
Bangs heavy on them, that they do not know what 
zo do with themſelves, that they are at a biſs 
bow to paſs away their time, with many of the 
like ſhameful murmurs, which we often find 
in 
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in the mouths of thoſe who are iyled * 

able beings. How monſtrous are ſuch expreſ- 
ſions among creatures who have the labours of 
the mind, as well as thoſe of the body, to fur- 
niſh them with proper employments; who, be- 
ſides the buſineſs of their proper callings and 
profeſſions, can apply themſelves to the duties 
of religion, to meditation, to the reading of uſe- 
ful books, to diſcourſe, in a word who may 
exerciſe themſelves in the unbounded purſuits 
of knowledge, and virtue, and every hour of 
their lives make themſelves wiſer or . 
than they were Bebo. 


' EXPLANATION OF PLATE X. 
Where ſome Words in Sentences Cre omitted. 


IT is-a juſt remark founded upon truth, and 
the convictions of daily experience, that gra- 
titude is the baſis, the ground-work, the fun- 
damental principle of every moral, every ſocial, 
every chriſtian virtue, If we deeply inveſti- 
gate into the latent ſprings of action, enquire 
minutely into the receſſes of the human heart, 
and trace the ſecret motives that ſtimulate the 
active ſoul, ample proof will appear to juſtify 
this obſervation. Inſpired with ſentiments of 
gratitude, you are naturally led to entertain 
the loweſt; that is, the juſteſt opinion of your- 
ſelves, in the emphatical expreſſion of the 
apoſtle, © clothed with humility.” On this 
fertile ſoil, every chriſtian virtue thrives and 
flouriſhes, “ takes root downward, and bears 
fruit upward,” It is this that produces the 
univerſal charity, which is the life and eſſence 
of religion. For what doth the Lord require 
of man, or what conſtitutes a pure and ac- 
ceptable ſervice, but “ to do juſtice, to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God ?” 
| in 
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In this is briefly comprehended all religious 
duties, every ſocial virtue. And from what 
foundation do theſe living waters flow? From 
what ſource are theſe chriſtian graces originally 
ne 17 


GRATITUDE is the main ſpring that actuates 
and invigorates the whole machine, that di- 
rects its operations, in purſuit of every vir- 

tuous ornament, and inſpires the ſoul with a 
juſt and laudable emulation, ſtriving to excel 
and abound in all degrees of perfection, to add 
one virtue to another. 


- l an active, a vital, a generous 
and diſintereſted principle, ſeeketh not its own 
private ſelfiſn advantage, but rejoiceth more in 
the welfare, proſperity, and happineſs of others, 
than in that of its own, and never enjoys a 
more exalted degree of felicity than when it 
becomes inſtrumental to that of our fellow- 
creatures; Herein it is, that a mind, glowing 
with a deep ſenſe of thoſe mercies that © are. 
cc new every morning,” exerciſes itſelf, in Or- 
der to merit the daily bleſſings poured from 


above. 


Garen is perpetually preſſing forward 


to attain the mark, to arrive at © the meaſure of 
3 5 
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the ſtature of the fullneſs of Chriſt.” Con- 
fcious of its own inſufficiency, it ſtrives to ſup- 
ply want of ſtrength, by a vigorous exertion of 
thoſe faculties, with which it is poſſeſſed. In 
itſelf, humble, generous, and humane, it a- 
bounds in-all amiable qualities, that dignify 
human nature, command reſpect, and engage 
tove, piety towards God, beneficence, and all 
* ſocial duties, towards RT 1 in poor 


Wrraour partiality, great are the fruits of 
this excellent diſpoſition, this happy frame of 
mind, For how, indeed, can you teſtify - a 
grateful ſenſe of the bleſſings you enjoy, any 
otherwiſe, than by that general philanthropy, 
that good-will towards men, which produces 
the moſt extenſive acts of charity and muni- 
| ficence. Gratitude is always obſerved to take 
the deepeſt root in the moſt magnanimous diſ- 
poſition, and that ſoul may juſtly be pronoun- 
ced not far from the kingdomof Heaven, where 
this vital principle makes its abode. The 
heart that glows with this generous virtue, is 
. fraught with all thoſe other amiable, endearing 
and tender qualities that conſtitute. . 


4 boi: 
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IHE Right, Honourable John Foſter roſe, 
and ſaid, He wiſhed to bring forward a matter of 
the utmoſt conſequence to Ireland; it was well 
known, that the kingdom of Portugal had un- 
juſtly laid reſtrictions upon our trade : it was, 
therefore, high time that this country ſhould 
take her conduct into conſideration; and it 
would become us, on the occaſion, to 285 with 
prudence. and with ſpirit. With ſpirit—be- 
cauſe if Portugal ſtill refuſed to give Ireland 
thoſe commercial advantages, which in juſtice 
we had a right to, (as the products of that 
country imported hither could be amply ſup- 
plied to us from other places), he would be one 
who would tax the commodities which came 
from thence, in ſuch a manner, as would a- 
mount to a prohibition. On the other hand, 
if ſhe agreed to take our manufactures, pru- 
dence ſhould dictate to us to give every en- 
couragement to her trade. He thought, there- 
fore, the beſt mode of inveſtigating this matter, 
would be by a committee, and therefore moyed 
that a committee be appointed to take into 
I conſideration 


% 
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conſideration the trade of this kingdom with 
TT 


Ms. GARDINER roſe to ſecond che motion 
of his Right Honourable Friend, and to ſug- 
geſt ſome things of which he had received in- 
formation. ——T hear, Sir, the conduct of the 

court of Spain towards this country, has been 
very different from that of the court of Portu- 
gal. Formerly, Spain laid very heavy duties 
upon Iriſh linen, much higher than were im- 
poſed on either the French or German; but of 
late I am told they have very much diminiſhed 
that duty, ſo as even to put us on an equality 
with tlie Germans and the French, and that 
they have eſtabliſhed manufactories for print- 
ing and ſtaining linens which they ſend over 
to their colonies; for this purpoſe they have 
purchaſed from the Engliſn merchants within 
this ſhort time, no leſs than 18, ooo pieces of 
Iriſh linen. - Now, Sir, if this be the caſe, ſee 
what the conſequence is, the Engliſh mer- 
chant acts as our factor; he has one profit, we 
have another; whereas, if a direct intercourſe 
was opened between Spain and us, we ſhould 
be in poſſeſſion of both the profits. There is 
another matter which would render our direct 

| trade 
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trade to Spain of infinite importance to this 
country; and that is, with reſpect to our wool- 
len manufacture. All cloths made here from 
13 to 175. per yard, are compoſed of a mixture 
of Iriſh and Spaniſh wool : and all cloths from 
175. per yard and upwards, conſiſt wholly of 
Spaniſh wool. This wool we have hitherto 
been obliged to get from England; and that 
1s a principal cauſe, why we have not been 
able to equal her in this branch of trade; for 
in this too, the Engliſh merchant acts as a 
factor; and while Spain gets one profit, the 
factor gets another; ſo that in England they 
pay but the firſt price, and conſequently have 
the Spaniſh wool infinitely cheaper. There is 
alſo the article of dye-ſtuff, of which we im- 
port a conſiderable quantity from Spain 
through the like medium of the Engliſh factor, 
and for which therefore we pay a double price. 
If then the information I have received is true, 
it muſt be apparent what advantages will ac- 
crue to us from a trade with Spain they 
would take our linens at an advanced price 
from that which we are at preſent paid for 
them, and we ſhould have in return all neceſ- 
ſary articles from thence, at a much lower rate 
than we are now able to procure them. If, 
therefore, the conduct of TR ſhould make 
2 us 
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us lay prohibitory duties on the products of 
that country, and if we can receive ſo many 
mater1al benefits from a commerce with Spain, 
I think it would be wiſe in us to leſſen the 
duties on Spaniſh wines : I wiſh, therefore, the 
Right Hon. Gentleman would add the words 
r and Spain, to his preſent motion. 


LT we * 
2 8 * 
e *. des 


THE END. 


; ERRATA. 


Page 9, line 3, for ſcarcely any, read none, 8 
: 67, — 13, after end, add—of a word: \ 


* 


